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“Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent...”
Luke 24:29
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Dear Friends in Christ,
In the next few weeks we will celebrate the
death of Christ, and the joy of His
resurrection.
On Easter Sunday evening, Jesus appeared
to two disciples on the Road to Emmaus. The
disciples did not recognize their crucified and
risen Lord at this point, and He patiently
listened to them as they poured out their
hearts concerning all they had experienced
since the Maundy Thursday evening. Luke
records that Jesus opened their
understanding to all that the prophets had
foretold about Him.
Their hearts burned within them as they
listened in amazement and began to further
comprehend the fulfillment of the prophetic
Word in the events they had witnessed
concerning Jesus.
As they drew near the
village, Jesus indicated He was going to travel
further, but being late in the day, the disciples
IMPLORED Him to stay with them. He did,
and as they sat down to eat, Jesus took
bread, blessed it and broke it and gave it to
them. In this act their eyes were opened and
they recognized that their Lord and Savior
was alive with them….just as He had
promised!
You and I always need the Living Christ with
us, for we too need Him to open our eyes by
His Word so we can see Him and believe in
Him as our powerful, living Savior! This is
always true, but much more so as evening
draws near for us. In the shadows of the
night, we especially need Jesus’ protection,
for we are vulnerable to danger, and we need
Him near! Night can also be a most lonely

time for us, a time when we especially need
Jesus’ companionship and friendship.
Truth be told, life is full of evenings, times in
which the prayer of these two
disciples: “Abide with us, for it is toward
evening” is most fitting! There are many times
in our lives when the skies grow dark, and if
Jesus doesn’t come to fill us with His
presence, we can be left without comfort. It is
also true that to every one of us will come a
last evening… the evening of our death. Our
home will grow very quiet, and our end will be
near. That is another very special time of
darkness when we need Jesus to abide with
us. With Jesus near, we have a Friend who
knows and has already walked the “valley of
the shadow” on Calvary.
It is good to have Jesus near, because He is
the One who has conquered death on Easter
for each of us!
Jesus abided with his disciples physically
after the Resurrection, but more importantly,
the Living Lord came to abide with them in
His Word. Jesus immediately vanished again
out of their sight, but they were glad and
comforted by His presence in His true
Word!
Our Living, Omnipresent Lord is
certainly with us, though we cannot see Him.
But even more important is that He
regularly comes to us and abides with us in
the promises of His Word!
May this Easter evening prayer be on your
lips this Eastertide, and in every time of your
life! That Jesus abides with us in His Word
and will always bring light and joy!
Celebrating the Joy of Easter with you,
Pastor Randy Boelter

Lenten Dinners—Two More!
We thank everyone who worked so hard to provide a dinner for us week by week in our Library each Wednesday
evening. Thank you to all who came and dined with us as well! As we are no longer only a neighborhood congregation
and have many people driving into the Pointes to worship at CtK, it is vital that we continue to meet and gather as often
as we can to promote the fellowship of the Body of Christ in this place. Our Lenten Dinners provide a great opportunity
for relationships to grow and develop.
We have two more opportunities to gather for dinner this season. Join us from 5:30-6:45 on Wednesday, April 3rd and
Wednesday April 10th for dinner in our Library. Come and join us…have a nice meal and then come and worship with us
in the quiet of God’s house after a busy and productive day.

Page 2

Divine Worship
Sunday Worship
8:15am & 10:45am
Holy Communion
1st & 3rd Sunday
8:15am
2nd & 4th Sunday
10:45am
Monday Worship
7:00pm
2nd & 4th Mondays of
the month

Lenten and Easter Worship
Join us for our final Lenten Wednesday midweek services on Wednesday, April 3 and
10 at 11:15 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. We have been enjoying a sermon series entitled “The
Gospel in 7 Words” this season, which has helped each of us ponder and be better
prepared to share God’s love for us in His Crucified and Risen Son Jesus. Being a
Christian believer not only entails “believing with our heart,” but likewise “confessing
with our lips” (Romans 10:9-10). By hearing the passion narrative and pondering
some of Scripture’s greatest themes, we are able, by the Holy Spirit’s power, to always
“be prepared to give a reason for the hope that lies within our hearts (I Peter
3:15).” Come, worship with us, and sharpen your witness to Jesus our Savior.
Midweek 5 April 3 “Isolation and Community” based on I Corinthians 12: 12-27.
Midweek 6 April 10 “The Gospel in Your Own Words” based on Matthew 16: 13-17.
Sunday Morning Worship
We are continuing our Sermon Series on Exodus entitled: “Let My People Go!”
Throughout the Book of Exodus God reveals Who He is through His absence and
presence, through His silence and His speaking, through His wrath and His mercy, and
through His judgment and amazing grace.
5th Sunday in Lent: April 7th “Digging Ourselves into a Hole” based on Exodus 32:114. Holy Communion at 8:15.

Holy Week Worship
Easter Breakfast Sign-Up
Our delicious Easter
Breakfast will be served
between 9:30-10:30 that
morning in the basement. A
sign-up sheet is in the lobby
and will remain there until
we have all the needs filled.
The largest need will be
breakfast casseroles, fruit,
and baked goods. Based
on the past few years, we
have a great array of egg
dishes that are awesome!
Let’s celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus with
thankfulness and
fellowship.

Palm Sunday April 14th “A New Beginning” based on Exodus 34: 1-8 Holy
Communion celebrated at 10:45.
Maundy Thursday April 18th “Access” based on Exodus 24: 1-11. ONE SERVICE AT
11:00 A.M. Holy Communion Celebrated. No Evening Service.
Good Friday April 19th “Agnus Dei” based on Exodus 12: 1-13 Holy Communion at
11:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. Tenebrae.
Easter Sunday April 20 “Against All Odds” based on Exodus 15: 1-18 Holy Communion
at 8:00 A.M. ONLY. 10:45 A.M. Easter Sunday Festival Worship with Choir
NOTE: The starting time for our morning Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services
are 11:00 A.M., 15 minutes prior to the start of our regular Lenten Wednesday
services. This advance of 15 minutes on these two days is due to the volume of Kroger
customer traffic in our parking lot. Plan accordingly and come a few moments ahead
of time to ensure accessible parking.
NOTE: Holy Communion is ONLY celebrated on Easter Sunday at the early (8:00 A.M.)
Divine Service. Please recognize that the early Easter Service also begins 15 minutes
ahead of our normal Early Service starting time of 8:15. This 15 minute advance
assists our congregation in celebrating the Resurrection and in our ability to gather
between the two services for our Easter Breakfast between 9:00 A.M. and 10:30 in
our Large Auditorium downstairs. There will be NO Adult Bible Class held on Easter
Sunday morning. Our Sunday adult Bible Class resumes in our conference room on
Sunday morning, April 28th.

Easter Breakfast
Join us as we gather in fellowship for Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 21st between
our two services. Breakfast is served from 9 AM until 10:30 AM in our Large
Auditorium. Either come and worship at our 8 AM Service and have breakfast, or
come for breakfast first and join us in worship celebrating our Lord’s Resurrection at
our 10:45 A.M. Service. Come and bring your family and friends and enjoy the
blessings of Easter morning with us!

Page 3

LWML Greater Detroit English District Zone Spring Rally at Christ the King Saturday, May 4th!
Join us for a joyful morning filled with love, laughter, devotion, a servant event, music and lunch. Come and worship
with us, and hear Elizabeth Parrish, DCE Intern and Sue Riske, serving Camp Restore at Mt. Calvary Lutheran, Detroit,
who will speak and entertain us as we learn of the great mission work that is being accomplished here on Detroit’s East
Side. Participants are asked to bring a non-perishable food item for the food pantry here at Christ the King.
As part of LWML’s outreach, women’s health kits will be assembled to take to the LWML Convention in Alabama. Each
congregation of our circuit/LWML Zone is contributing a health item for the kit, which will be given to homeless women
in shelters which house, educate, and care for their medical needs. Many of these women are victims of sexual,
physical and emotional abuse and abandonment and come to the shelters with literally nothing but the clothes on their
back. They need much compassion, support, and mercy. Christ the King’s role will be to gather brand new bath towels,
into which washcloths, women’s personal supplies and toiletries will be wrapped into bundles and made ready for those
in need.
Our initial goal is to collect at least 32 large bath towels (we hope to collect even more!). Can you help? Please
purchase a nice, new bath towel that you would personally like to receive, please leave the merchant’s tag on the item,
and bring it to our collection point here at Christ the King before May 3 rd. We will collect the towels in the Library in a
box marked for this purpose near the fireplace.
Come and be a part of this morning of Lutheran Women in Mission. Pastor Boelter will lead worship, Janet Stechholz
and Sue Boyle will lead the meeting, and a nice luncheon is planned in our Library at 12:00 Noon. All women of our
congregation of ALL AGES are welcome and encouraged to attend this event. Please register your attendance with
Margaret Rogensues at mrogensues@aol.com or call 1-586-596-5718. A $10.00 registration fee will include your
lunch! See you there!

Sunday Morning Bible Class
We have been studying the Heroes of the Faith this past winter. Sunday morning Bible
Class meets every Sunday between the services at 9:30-10:30 A.M. Classes continue
after Easter from April 28th and end May 19th,the weekend before Memorial Day
Weekend which is May 26th. We will break during the summer months and will resume
study next September 8th.

Wednesday Morning Bible Class meets every Wednesday at 10 A.M. This winter,
we took a break from our study of the Book of Hebrews and enjoyed a study on what
God’s Word has to say regarding the issue of Immigration. There will be NO
Wednesday morning Bible Class during Holy Week on April 17 th and April 24th. The
Wednesday morning Bible Class will resume May 1st and will continue until
Wednesday, May 22nd, the Wednesday before Memorial Day. Classes will break for the
summer months and will resume September 11th after Rally Day.

Preschool Sunday Remembered
We had a wonderful Sunday morning on March 24 th as we gathered for worship at our regular Divine
Services, and as we held a special service for our Preschoolers and their parents and family members
between our two services at 10:00 A.M. This abbreviated service was a blessing for our children and
their parents, many of whom are not familiar with our ways of worship. The service was 30 minutes in
length, just the right amount of time, and provided time for prayer, the children’s singing, a concise
message from God’s Word, and an offering to our Lord. Approximately 230 parents and children
attended this service, which culminated in a fellowship time downstairs in our Large Auditorium.
We thank all CtK members who came to support our preschoolers and our staff and to worship that
morning. This change in worship was not only a blessing for our guests, but provided a blessed
experience for our membership as well. Thank you to all who embraced this new worship schedule for
Preschool Sunday and who participated!
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Confirmation Classes
Our Confirmation Program continues each Tuesday afternoon/evening here at CtK.
Students will have no classes April 2nd which is Spring Break in the GPW School District.
Classes resume April 9th, and then break again on April 16th for Holy Week. Classes again
resume April 23rd.
Level II Students finish their spring course of study on May 7 th and then break for the
summer.
Level III meets for class until Tuesday, May 21st. Summer assignments will be given to
Level III students to prepare them for Witness Sunday, Confirmation Sunday, the writing of
their essay, and preparation of their Confirmation banner.
Confirmation Instruction resumes September 3rd for ALL Confirmands.

Elders’ Corner

Paul Nuechterlein

“Did You Really Say That?”
“Church is boring.” “I believe that I’m the only one who does the work around here.” “I wish that the
church services were more entertaining.” “I’m not getting anything out of worship.”
Haven’t we all, at times, been bored in church, or thought that we are not appreciated by our church, or
even left the service feeling empty inside? The only place to lay that blame is on ourselves, because it
shows our lack of love for our Lord.
Many cynics wanted Jesus to entertain them to show them that He was from God. Even in His own
town, the leaders of the synagogue wanted to see His miracles done for them so that they might believe
that He was truly a prophet that could offer them direction. Jesus was rejected by His own people.
When we enter church, we enter as sinners, allowed only to approach the altar of the Almighty God
with a penitent heart.
As Pastor said in last week’s service, we didn’t come into the ark to smell the animals or to enjoy our
comfort, but only to experience and recognize God’s ultimate love and grace and salvation.
When people asked Jesus what the most important commandment given to them would be. He
answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind”.
Matthew 22:37, Luke 10:27 Deuteronomy 6, 4-7 Mark 12 30-31
Where does, “I’m not getting anything out of worship,” align with this command? We should instead be
thanking God for His ultimate sacrifice.
“And this shall be a sign unto you. Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men.’” Luke 2:13
Where does, “I wish that the services were more entertaining,” stand up against all of the angels’
praise to God? The angels see God very clearly.
By confessing these things, we are prepared to receive the Good News of Jesus Christ. Because of His
love for us, Christ freely offered Himself up on the cross, so that through His perfect sacrifice, our sins of
thought, word, and deed would be removed.
Since we are now “dead to sin and alive in Jesus,” we leave worship overflowing with our Father’s love
and gladly serve Him and want to worship Him. We now worship Him as the Almighty God.
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Youth Group News
Spring Youth Group Happenings
The spring is full of great youth group volunteer opportunities!
Christ the King’s Easter Breakfast Set-up on Saturday, April 20th at 9:00 This will take no more than an
hour to set the tables and maybe run to Kroger for a few items!
Easter Sunday, April 21st
8:45 a.m. Youth group members can help by putting the casseroles, fruit and baked goods out on the
serving table.
9:15 a.m. During breakfast they can go around to check on our members to see if anyone needs a
beverage or a dessert. After breakfast, they return to start clearing the tables.
10:30 a.m. If your family has already attended the early service, stay a half hour more and help to
wrap up the leftovers and clean up the kitchen.
This is a beautiful time to celebrate as a congregation with breakfast together. We all have places to be
later in the day so I pray everyone takes the time to start their Easter morning out right!
Belle Isle Spring Clean-up April 27th, 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. We will leave CtK at 7:30 a.m. to head
on down to the island, get our assignment and enjoy a very nice lunch they provide afterwards. Moms,
Dads and Siblings are encouraged to join in the fun!
Christ the King Spring Clean-up Saturday, May 11th We’ve always had a nice group of our kids come
on up to church to help and I’m praying this year will be no exception! Things usually get going at 9:00
a.m., and if we can let them know how many ahead of time, we can ensure a bagel or a sweet treat
waiting just inside the church doors for their hard work.
Babysitters Wanted A few of our most thoughtful members are working on a future plan to allow some
of our parents with younger children the chance to get out and enjoy a little adult time without having
the worry about good affordable child care.
Youth Group Car Wash The Car Wash is tentatively scheduled for Memorial Weekend, Saturday, May
25th, 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at Christ the King. Drive your dirty vehicles up the CtK driveway and let
the youth group adults…oops I mean the kids wash your vehicle!
Now I know what you’re thinking “What?!? No fun activities for the kids the next couple of months?”
Well, volunteering is fun…but of course there will be things like our regular Sunday meetings with Pastor
Rutter’s crew on Sunday afternoons from 4:00 until 5:30 each week, some bowling, maybe laser tag
and I have a few surprises, like a tour of the Motown Museum. Everyone needs to go there at least
once!
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Preschool Happenings
Registration for 2019-2020 We currently have 46 children
registered for next school year! This is the best we’ve been in
April for a long time. Last year at the time of this newsletter we
had 33 students. Praise be to God! A couple of our classes are
already filled to capacity. Please continue to help us advertise
through your lawn signs and brochures that can be found at our
Welcome Center. Let’s be in prayer asking God to continue to
send children to our program enabling us to minister to them and
their families.

Preschool Lawn Signs
Now that the warmer weather
is upon us please put your
lawn sign out in your yard so
our name is visible in all
communities. New signs were
recently ordered so if you do
not have one or need a new
one they are available in the
church office. Thanks for
helping us advertise!

Fundraisers
Our Mom to Mom Sale was a huge
success bringing in $1350 for the
preschool. Our recent Jet’s Pizza Night
profited us $267.00. Next newsletter I
can update you on how we did with our
Preschool Olympics and Ram’s Horn
Night. That about sums up our
fundraisers for the school year. Way to
go! Thank you so much for all of your
participation.

Our Classrooms
We will be wrapping up our school year in April and May with themes
such as farm, insects, rainforest, and plants and seeds. Our students
learn a letter of the alphabet each week and are excited that we are
so close to the end! The Four’s are looking forward to our annual
trike-a-thon to be held on April 29th. We will be raising money to help
the sick children at St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. The
three-year-olds will be enjoying a special day with their mothers for
our annual Mother’s Day Teas on May 9th and 10th. We will wrap up
our year with closing programs for the fours and an all school picnic
on our last day. We are proud that we have made friends, learned
many new things, and have grown in our love for Jesus, our Savior! If
students want to continue the fun, they can sign up for our summer
extended program.

Vacation Bible School
Blast in to VBS 2019! Mark your calendars for JUNE 24th – 28th from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
when our Miraculous Mission VBS will take place. Students who have completed a year of
preschool through students who have completed grade 5 are welcome. Every child will discover
God’s miraculous mission to save you, me, and the whole world! The Bible accounts of God’s
mission for us share how God made the universe; His promise of a Savior to Abram; the birth of
Jesus our Savior; Jesus’ death and resurrection; and Jesus’ ascension.
Please prayerfully consider being part of our VBS by volunteering. If you can help full time, part
time, help with preparations before or help with clean up afterwards, many hands are needed.
There are various ways to get involved to suit your schedule and interests. Please see the
attached volunteer form and call the VBS Director, Sharon Ziegler, at 313-884-5998 with any
questions. Completed volunteer forms can be returned to Sharon Ziegler or the church office.
Registration forms will be available in May!
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Official Acts
The following acts were performed or are scheduled to be performed by your Pastor on behalf of the congregation:
Holy Baptism
James Michael Shaqiri, son of Kushtim Shaqiri and his wife, Stephanie Lynn ne’e Shepard Shaqiri.
James was born October 15, 2018 at St. John Hospital in Detroit, MI. He is scheduled to be baptized
on Sunday, April 7, 2019 at the 10:45 A.M. Service. James’ baptismal Godparents are William
Shepard of Chicago, IL and Michael Shepard of West Bloomfield, MI. Pastor Boelter to officiate.
Holy Marriage
James Thomas Fleszar and Kristine Lucille Barann, to be married at the Lord’s Altar on Saturday,
April 13, 2019. Witnesses will be Rebecca K. Barann and Martin Jonathan Fleszar. To officiate:
Pastor Randy Boelter.
Transferred Out
Roy, Linda, Dana and Lauren Koeppe, to Christ Lutheran Church of Milford, MI LCMS.
Sarah Nannini, and sons Cash and Cole Nannini, to St. John Lutheran Church, Fraser, MI.

Stewardship
Finding Contentment in Jesus
In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the people in Philippi, he wrote, “I have learned to be content whatever the
circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.” (Philippians 4:11-12 NIV)
We are told by Paul that contentment is a state of mind that is not dependent upon external circumstances. True
contentment comes from knowing that God is in control and that He will provide for us.
As God’s people, we need to be aware that the society in which we live is trying hard to make us discontent.
Advertisements suggest that we can’t be content without expensive houses, new cars, exotic vacations, big
investments, and the latest in clothes. Our culture tries to make us believe that happiness and contentment are
within our reach if we acquire just a few more things.
Our contentment should not be based on the size of our incomes or on our net worth. It has nothing to do with
the size of our houses or year of our cars. Contentment can’t be bought at a department store or travel agency.
Real contentment is not related to outward circumstances.
For many, acquiring money can become a preoccupation and an obsession. We can become slaves to wealth.
Greed will not allow contentment, because it will always urge us to acquire more. No matter how we try, we
cannot be satisfied by worldly things. The love of money can potentially possess a person’s life like no other
emotion can. Jesus spoke about the futility of greed in Matthew 16:26 when He asked, “For what will it profit a
man if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul?” The things we possess will contribute only to fleeting
happiness, not an enduring peace and contentment.
When we place our security in money, pride, self-centeredness, and self-sufficiency take over as we make
ourselves god, trusting in ourselves rather than God to provide. We become like the Rich Fool, who gave himself
credit for his success and desired even more. (Luke 16:13-21) We can push God out of our lives.
Contentment comes from dependence on the Lord. When God is our security, we can be content. The Apostle
Paul knew both the secret of contentment and how to receive it. Paul told the Philippians and us, “I can do all
things through Him Who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) Without Christ, we will never achieve contentment.
A relationship with Christ will redirect our focus from transient earthly pleasures to things of eternal significance.
Keeping our eyes on “the prize” (Philippians 3:14) will bring about gratitude in our hearts for what we have
rather than desiring what we don’t have.
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News Briefs
1-1-1 Mission Project
We are making great progress on our 1-1-1 Mission project! We are the 55th congregation in the English District
to raise funds for the establishment of new congregations in the English District. 1-1-1 stands for $1.00/per 1
week/per every 1 person.
We are so thankful that even our Sunday School and Confirmation age students are participating in raising funds
to further God’s Kingdom and provide a church home for others so that they can gather regularly and safely for
worship as we do each week. Thank you for your participation and keep up the good work!
Thanks again to our congregation for the continued support in the 1-1-1 Mission program. We have done a great
job so far. Let’s just keep up the momentum. It's very important that all are involved from the Sunday school
children, baptized babies, moms and dads, young and old to contribute a dollar each week.
It is completely voluntary, but we believe that as God's people see and hear what is being accomplished
specifically and directly in the support and development of new missions and enhancing existing missions, more
and more of us will want to be involved.
Remember... “It's simple. Very simple. It’s not burdensome, nor sacrificial. It involves every baptized member
of the Body of Jesus in our congregation, from the newest baby to the oldest member. It demonstrates the power
of the beautiful body of Christ working together, prompted by faith. It shows how much can be accomplished by
many giving little. " Rev. Tom Engler
Many thanks for your support at Christ the King.

Women’s Guild
Women’s Guild Luncheons
The Women’s Guild meets the second
Tuesday of each month at 11:30 A.M.
The next meeting will be on April 9,
2019. Come and join us from some
fellowship. Bring your sandwich. Dessert
and tea will be provided.
The date for our Spring Lunch is May 14,
2019. Watch the Sunday bulletin for
more details.

Landscaping News
Spring Clean Up: Saturday, May 11, 2-19 at 9:00 A.M.
Please bring your gardening tools and yard waste bags.
Planting of Annual Flowers: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 5:00
P.M. Bring a small shovel.
Watering & Weeding Crew: The schedule is open so pick a
day and contact the church office.

Calling all readers, seekers of wisdom and truth.
Thank You
Thank you to all who have participated
this season in the Easter Chocolate
fundraiser which has been raising monies
for Pastor Dan Conrad, missionary to
Mexico, who is in Mexico training Lutheran
Pastors for service. We thank God for our
partnership in the Gospel with Pastor
Conrad, remember him in our prayers, and
provide gifts we are able to share for
mission work beyond the doors of this
congregation! Your support of this
endeavor goes far to assist us with
heeding our Lord’s call to “go and teach
all nations.”

We wanted to advise the congregation that there have been
some positive changes in our Library. You will find the shelves
updated, reorganized, labeled and easy to access. We have
sharpened our Christian focus on Biblical teaching topics and
devotions. It is with joy and appreciation that we received a few
large donations of books this year. A very sincere thank you to
those contributors! We also have a small start on a selection of
DVD’s focusing on Bible stories and people; they are perfect for
kids and families.
As in the past, we operate on the honor system. Take two or
three books of your choice and when finished, simply return
them to the large basket by the fireplace. Starting now, we are
planning on posting a new bulletin board with some short
reviews sheets. It is fun to see who is reading what...and what
they thought of the book or movie! So let’s get reading and post
a review. The forms and finished reviews will be conveniently
located right in the Library.

